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Glenn Wohlferd was born 12 February 1921 in Pepin, Wisconsin.  He attended grade 
school and some high school.  In February 1941, Glenn volunteered for the US Army, 
and selected duty in Asia.  Glenn served with the 60th Coast Artillery in the 
Philippines; when the Pacific War broke out in December of 1941, he was stationed 
on the island of Corregidor, in Manila Bay. 
 Japanese forces captured Corregidor in May 1942, and Glenn was one of 
thousands of US troops who were now prisoners.  He would spend the next forty-
five months as a POW of the Japanese, at these facilities: 
1. 92nd Garage, on Corregidor, May 1942 
2. Cabanatuan, Philippines (including Camp 3), Jun – Oct 1942 
3. On board the Tottori Maru hell ship transport, from Manila to Pusan, Korea, 
Oct – Nov 1942 
4. Mukden, Manchuria, Nov 1942 – Aug 1945 
 
Mukden was liberated by advancing military forces of the Soviet Union in early May 
1945.  Glenn then spent some months recuperating at military medical facilities, and 
was finally discharged in June 1946.  Soon thereafter he re-enlisted, this time in the 
US Air Force, where he remained for twenty years until retiring with full benefits. 
 Glenn was married in 1948 (wife Betty), and had two children.  He was 
interviewed by telephone to his home in St. Charles, Minnesota. 
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Interview key: 
T = Thomas Saylor 
G = Glenn Wohlferd  
[text] = words added by editor, either for clarification or explanation 
(***) = words or phrase unclear 
NOTE: interview has been edited for clarity 
 
Tape 1, Side A.  Counter begins at 000. 
 
T: Today is 27 July 2004.  This is an interview for the Prisoner of War Oral History 
Project.  My name is Thomas Saylor.  Today I’m interviewing Mr. Glenn Wohlferd of 
St. Charles, Minnesota.  First, Mr. Wohlferd, on the record, thanks very much for 
taking time this evening to speak with me. 
 
G: You’re welcome, Sir. 
 
T: For the record, you were born on 12 February 1921 in Pepin, Wisconsin, and 
attended grade school and high school there. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: In February of 1941 you volunteered for the United States Army and selected 
duty in the Far East.  You served with the 60th Coast Artillery in the Philippines and 
when the Pacific War broke out in December of 1941 you were stationed on 
Corregidor.  It’s there I want to pick up the story, Mr. Wohlferd.  When the Pacific 
War broke out in the Philippines December 8, I guess it was for you guys. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What do you remember about the day the war came to the Philippines? 
 
G: It was something you just couldn’t believe until you actually saw it.  The first 
thing we saw of it was there was nine—I was on a .50 caliber machine gun.  That 
was my outfit.  There was nine fighter planes come in over the end of the island.  We 
laid it on them.  To my best knowledge we shot down seven out of the nine.  They 
never came back.  From then on we just had big bombers. 
 
T: When the Japanese attacked the Philippines, attacked Corregidor, was the 
beginning of the war something that you feel really was a surprise to you or to the 
guys around you or had there been rumors about something happening? 
 
G: Well, yes.  There had been.  I think everybody feared it.  There was talk about it. 
 
T: So what was surprising was perhaps the day that it actually happened and what 
happened, not really that something finally took place. 
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G: That would be it.  Yes. 
 
T: Well, it was May of 1942 that the island of Corregidor was surrendered. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: When the island was surrendered and it was clear you were going to be a 
prisoner of war, had you given much thought before that day to what it would be 
like to be a POW? 
 
G: No.  I had faith in the United States. 
 
T: So what I hear you saying is you were optimistic that while you may become a 
prisoner that that situation wouldn’t be permanent? 
 
G: I don’t think I gave it too much thought until I actually saw it happening.  The 
hardest thing in my life was to see our flag go down (voice shakes a little). 
 
T: Had the Japanese arrived on the island by that time? 
 
G: Yes.  When the flag, when they took the flag down, it was a month after Bataan 
fell. 
 
T: That’s right.  Bataan was April. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Can you describe what it was like to have the Japanese literally face to face in 
front of you then? 
 
(1, A, 39) 
 
G: Oh!  (deep sigh)  I don’t know how to answer that one right off.  I know they hated 
us. 
 
T: Did you feel yourself shall we say more fearful, or more angry?  What kind of 
emotions were going through your gut? 
 
G: I think there was a lot of fear.  Angry?  I can’t say I was angry at anything.  It was 
just…  Being a soldier, things like that happen. 
 
T: When the Japanese were there actually in front of you, what had you learned as a 
serviceman up until that point about what the Japanese were like? 
 
G: Nothing. 
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T: So in a sense there it’s an unknown quantity there in front of you now. 
 
G: Right. 
 
T: What happened when the unknown quantity arrived?  Were you searched or 
questioned in any way? 
 
G: Oh, yes.  Yes.  They took everything we had.  And if you didn’t do what you were 
told to do, and you couldn’t really tell because they hollered in their own language, 
you might end up getting knocked down or kicked or hit with a fist or… 
 
T: Did that happen to you personally, Mr. Wohlferd? 
 
G: Yes.  A couple times. 
 
T: Could you figure out what it was for? 
 
G: I probably did when it happened up in Manchuria.  I stole some food (chuckles). 
 
T: Did you learn, and you mentioned the screaming in Japanese, did you learn or 
pick up words or phrases of Japanese over the years? 
 
G: Oh, yes.  I could count to a thousand and knew a few words.  I didn’t make it my 
ambition.  Because I figured all along I was coming back anyway. 
 
T: Did it help to know a few words of Japanese?  At least understand basic 
commands or wasn’t that much useful? 
 
G: It kept you from getting hit alongside the head. 
 
T: So it was of some value then. 
 
G: (chuckles) Yes. 
 
T: What kind of questioning did you go through there on Corregidor? 
 
G: We didn’t get any.  There was nothing. 
 
T: So you weren’t questioned at all or what we might say interrogated about 
anything? 
 
G: No. 
 
T: The majority of the time that you were a prisoner there you were at the 92nd 
Garage facility. 
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G: I was there two weeks. 
 
T: If you can, describe the conditions there at the 92nd Garage through your eyes. 
 
G: We had no shelter, except if you had a blanket you’d try to string it up some way.  
The heat was just unbearable.  There was a cement floor down there.  We were all 
piled together.  We had to fight the sun and lots of rain. 
 
T: So it was a concrete area and the sun without any benefit of shade. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
(1, A, 77) 
 
T: What was done as far as food and water? 
 
G: There was one little well for the thousands of people down there.  And you’d 
stand in line for hours trying to get some water.  And the food, they didn’t furnish 
anything.  Most of that was what we could find in cans and stuff like that.  We did 
carry some of it in there. 
 
T: Into the facility. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: So the food was what you supplied yourself and the water was one well that you 
remember. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Did you have a canteen or a mess kit or eating utensils of your own? 
 
G: I had a canteen.  In fact I got a hold of two of them, which came in handy on the 
march. 
 
T: Sure. 
 
G: If I can remember right I think I did have a mess kit and utensils. 
 
T: Did those come in handy as well? 
 
G: Oh, yes.  Because we had, once in a while we would find a can of soup or tomato 
soup or something like that. 
 
T: Obviously if you could have something to put it in you could do more with it. 
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G: Right. 
 
T: The facilities there.  What did they do for sleeping or for toilet facilities? 
 
G: You slept where you were at.  That’s it.  I think some of us fellows—it was close to 
the water, and they’d take a chance and run down and get wet and get back. 
 
T: While you were there, what kind of treatment did you witness of the American 
POWs by the Japanese? 
 
G: Actually at that spot they weren’t doing too bad yet, except with the exception 
they would take details off and the details never came back. 
 
T: From the 92nd Garage. 
 
G: Yes.  They were cleaning up the bodies up by the Malinta tunnel. 
 
T: There were casualties there, weren’t there.  Still there. 
 
G: They burned them there.  I was told both Japs and Americans. 
 
T: Did you find yourself discussing among yourselves, wondering what was going to 
happen next? 
 
G: I don’t think so.  We didn’t have any idea [what was going to happen next].  I 
mean, there was nothing, no way where we could get an idea what was going to 
happen. 
 
T: So it didn’t pay to worry I guess. 
 
G: No.  It didn’t. 
 
T: Some people worry anyway even when it doesn’t pay to worry. 
 
G: Well, my hair turned gray (chuckles). 
 
T: How much advance warning did you have that you were going to be moved from 
Corregidor? 
 
G: I can’t answer that.  I don’t know. 
 
T: You were moved across to Manila, across the bay? 
 
G: On a barge.  Yes, sir. 
 
(1, A, 113) 
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T: And when you got to Manila I believe you said before we started taping you were 
taken briefly to Bilibid Prison? 
 
G: That is correct.  We were lined up and marched around Dewey Boulevard up to 
Bilibid. 
 
T: For the record, how long do you remember staying at Bilibid? 
 
G: It wasn’t very long.  It was just a matter of days.  I can’t say just how many it was. 
 
T: But it wasn’t what you’d call a permanent location for you?  It was a pit stop 
almost. 
 
G: Not for us anyway.  There were civilians there, and they kept them there for a 
long time. 
 
T: But not the group you were with. 
 
G: No. 
 
T: How were you transported from there to Cabanatuan? 
 
G: By boxcar. 
 
T: And was that a one-day trip? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What do you recall about that particular journey from Manila to Cabanatuan? 
 
G: (sighs) It was bad.  It was bad.  It was crammed so tight that you couldn’t move. 
You were lucky you could breathe.  I don’t recall anybody dying or anything on that, 
but it’s lucky they didn’t. 
 
T: It sounds like it was lucky to be only one day as well. 
 
G: Right.  Yes. 
 
T: Now at Cabanatuan, your permanent stop was at Camp III. 
 
G: Yes.  That was twenty miles from where we were in from Cabanatuan and we 
hiked that one. 
 
T: Did you go there right after getting off the train? 
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G: To Camp III? 
 
T: Right. 
 
G: No.  They gave us a rice ball there.  They fed us. 
 
T: Did they keep you there overnight? 
 
G: I think so.  I’m not sure now. 
 
T: But it wasn’t a week or two weeks.  It was… 
 
G: No.  No. 
 
T: So you’re moving, it sounds like you’re moving quickly from stop to stop to a final 
destination at Camp III.  Camp III was a place you stayed for a number of months. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: It looks like about four months approximately. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: The record here states June to October [1942].  Let me ask you about that.  Let’s 
start with the conditions.  When you walked in there, what kind of barracks or 
housing did they have for the prisoners? 
 
G: I don’t know if they were old Army barracks or—they were made out of bamboo.  
Of course the floors, don’t have any floor, well, you can see right down to the ground 
and all that.  After that hike I got cramps in my body, and I crawled underneath one 
of those things and I think I stayed there overnight until the next day when I got 
those cramps out.  It was all over.  I suppose from the strain.  Walking. 
 
(1, A, 151) 
 
T: You said you had your worst health problems here at Camp III. 
 
G: Yes.  Yes. 
 
T: What kind of things afflicted you personally? 
 
G: Diarrhea.  Dysentery.  Yellow jaundice.  Pretty near any kind of thing that would 
come from lack of the right diet. 
 
T: Had you suffered from diarrhea or dysentery while you were at Corregidor as 
well? 
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G: No. 
 
T: So this is something new to your health situation. 
 
G: Well, there was millions and millions of flies there.  In fact the Japs even put up a 
contest where they’d give you something extra if you killed a bunch of flies. 
 
T: This was at Corregidor? 
 
G: No.  This was at Camp III. 
 
T: At Camp III.  Talk about the flies.  What kind of flies were they and how bad were 
they? 
 
G: Oh!!  They were those big old black ones.  A blow fly is what it was.  Our latrines 
were a slit in the ground.  So they’d have access to that, and if you were eating or 
anything else they had access to you too. 
 
T: So the blow flies could move right from the pit toilets, the feces, right to peoples’ 
food. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: No wonder people got sick.  And it sounds like there were a lot of these things. 
 
G: Oh!  There were millions of them. 
 
T: That sounds like a plague. 
 
G: There was no sanitation at all. 
 
T: In the barracks or the housing, did you sleep on the floor? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Dirt floor? 
 
G: No.  No.  It was bamboo slats.  It was off of the ground. 
 
T: And how large were the individual barracks? 
 
G: I don’t know. 
 
T: Did they hold more like ten men or a hundred men? 
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G: I would say ten. 
 
T: So smaller rooms or buildings. 
 
G: Yes.  The one I was in anyway. 
 
T: And did you have individual beds or more sleeping platforms? 
 
G: No.  Back to belly or belly to back whichever we… 
 
T: And the people who, the other men who were there, all Americans or mixed 
nationalities? 
 
G: To the best of our knowledge at that particular camp there was all Americans. 
 
(1, A, 181) 
 
T: Did you know any of the guys from Corregidor? 
 
G: I got acquainted with them in a hurry. 
 
T: Nobody that you had been friends with shall we say before you got there though? 
 
G: Well, there was a couple.  I’m not going to bring in any names, because I think 
these boys got killed or something.  Their folks, you know.  Yes, I knew some of 
them. 
 
T: So these were guys, and this is something that you can talk about Camp III or in 
Manchuria too, how important was it to have good friends? 
 
G: I think it was very important because we played a lot of cards—that was our main 
occupation.  Main thing. 
 
T: Sort of keeping each other occupied when you weren’t working. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Could friends help each other in other ways?  When someone was sick or etc.? 
 
G: I think so.  I think they did.  I know they helped me. 
 
T: Explain how. 
 
G: Like I said, when I had that dysentery and I was about to leave the world, why this 
friend came along and gave me this half a teaspoonful of opium.  It took a few days 
but it brought me out of it. 
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T: Where did he get the opium, do you know? 
 
G: I have no idea. 
 
T: He had it.  That’s all the counts. 
 
G: He had it.  Yes. 
 
T: And because we’re on the record now, what kind of a medical facility or sick 
house was that that you were taken to? 
 
G: It was just a building where you went in there and laid down and died. 
 
T: Did guys know, yourself included, what it meant to be taken in there? 
 
G: Oh, yes. 
 
T: So how did you find yourself reacting to being carried over there? 
 
G: I just had to go. 
 
T: I keep thinking it would be easy to get your spirits down and kind of give up in a 
situation like that. 
 
G: How he found out I was over there [I don’t know,] but he came over.  He gave me 
that opium. 
 
T: Was this a guy that you were friends with before you went into this place? 
 
G: He was in my outfit. 
 
T: So he was looking out for you.  Did you ever have a chance to return the favor? 
 
G: No.  I never did.  In fact, I don’t know if he ever came back alive. 
 
T: While you were at Camp III there, were there work details? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Talk about the kind of work details that you were on. 
 
(1, A, 219) 
 
G: I never got on any of them. 
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T: And why is that? 
 
G: I was sick too much of the time, or else I had a good excuse.  One or the other. 
 
T: So you managed to stay off of the work details that were done at the camp. 
 
G: In that camp I did.  Yes. 
 
T: What kind of things were guys being sent out to do? 
 
G: They had a little garden somewhere and they’d go work on that and they would 
cut wood.  They took the wood to cook the rice that we got.  Stuff like that.  Then 
they took some completely away from there.  They took some back to Manila to the 
airfield there. 
 
T: To Manila. 
 
G: Yes.  They worked there building runways, and I guess that was really something.  
There aren’t many of them made it. 
 
T: So some guys left and there were a variety of what sounds like agricultural work 
details. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: When you were in the camp, were you in a sense, confined to quarters being sick 
or did you have around camp details that you could do? 
 
G: No.  We didn’t do anything. 
 
T: So you had a lot of, what shall we say, just time to kill. 
 
G: Yes.  You didn’t feel like doing anything.  When you’re sick with that diarrhea and 
dysentery, you’re busy with the slit trench. 
 
T: It sounds like what you’re describing is a general fatigue or just lack of energy? 
 
G: No.  Dysentery is… 
 
T: You mentioned dysentery, but you mentioned not having any energy for things.  It 
sounds like you were run down or feeling just weak most of the time. 
 
G: We were half-starved when we were captured.  We were on half-rations then.  
We’d been on them for a month. 
 
T: So you weren’t in the best physical shape when you were captured. 
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G: Absolutely not.  No. 
 
T: Do you know how the decision was made to move—who got moved out of Camp 
III to go on the ship?  That group.  Because that wasn’t everybody from Camp III, was 
it? 
 
G: That was 1500 men from there. 
 
T: So they’re moving a lot of guys out.  Was there any indication given to you, the 
men, where you were going? 
 
G: I don’t know for sure but I know I wanted to get on it. 
 
T: So for you, this was a step away from something that was—it could only be 
better? 
 
G: Yes, sir.  I volunteered to get on that. 
 
T: What was most difficult for you about Camp III there?  What were you anxious to 
get away from? 
 
(1, A, 263) 
 
G: The filth and just general conditions.  I mean everything was wrong there. 
 
T: Yes.  You’ve mentioned the conditions, the sickness, the lack of food.  Were the 
Japanese, what kind of treatment were you getting from the Japanese at Camp III? 
 
G: We stayed away from them [the Japanese] as much as we could.  I do remember 
now that [at Cabanatuan] there was three guys that tried to escape, and they caught 
them and brought them back and they beheaded them in front of everybody. 
 
T: So everyone had to watch that? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What kind of an impression did that kind of treatment make on you? 
 
G: (sighs) Not to try to escape. 
 
T: Was that, speaking of escape, was that something that you ever considered before 
that anyway? 
 
G: No.  Physically I wasn’t able. 
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T: So while those guys may have tried it, it wasn’t something that you ever really 
thought about. 
 
G: No. 
 
T: It sounds like you’re saying you were not unhappy to be leaving Camp III at that 
point.  Were there rumors around about where you were going to go? 
 
G: I don’t recall. 
 
T: But for you it was, what I hear you saying, it was just better to get out. 
 
G: Just to get out of there.  That’s right.  Yes. 
 
T: The record says that at Pier Seven in Manila were about 1500 men altogether. 
 
G: That was us. 
 
T: You were put aboard the ship the Tottori Maru.  About six thousand ton ship.  Can 
you describe the conditions in the hold to which you were put? 
 
G: I never got in the hold.  I stayed on top. 
 
T: Did you go down and then come up or just never go down? 
 
G: No.  I never went down.  Our latrine facilities was these five gallon cans.  When 
they got full we’d dump them over the side, and you better duck. 
 
T: Now you alluded before we started talking that you had an inkling it was better 
not to go down in the holds? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: How did you know that? 
 
G: I don’t know.  Just something told me: don’t go down in there. 
 
T: You never had to go down.  All the way to Pusan? 
 
G: Never went down. 
 
T: Where did you stay or sleep for those on board the ship? 
 
G: Anyplace you could find a place to lay down. 
 
T: So on the open deck. 
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G: On the open deck. 
 
(1, A, 313) 
 
T: It doesn’t look like there’s a whole lot of room on the deck of that ship. 
 
G: No.  There wasn’t (chuckles). 
 
T: So you were one of the smaller group that didn’t go below the decks into the hold. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: On the deck of the ship then, the ship goes, finally leaves Manila harbor and sails 
to Takao on Formosa.  What do you remember about the legs of the journey, the first 
leg of that journey to Takao? 
 
G: I’m trying to think.  On one of those islands they put some men off.  Now I don’t 
remember which one it was.  They got sick or were dying or something.  But they 
put them ashore. 
 
T: The trip to Takao in Formosa lasted for six days.  When the ship got to Formosa 
were you able to get off the ship or were you kept on the deck? 
 
G: No.  No.  I was kept on. 
 
T: So you were kept on the deck. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: And never had to go below decks. 
 
G: No. 
 
T: It was a fortunate thing.  What was the most difficult thing for you about that 
journey on board the ship? 
 
G: Well, I still had dysentery and that was the problem, was the health facilities 
again. 
 
T: On board the ship, on the deck there, there also weren’t facilities. 
 
G: Same thing.  Yes. 
 
T: Did your health improve at all while you were sailing or not? 
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G: If it did, I don’t know. 
 
T: It sounds like you were in pretty bad shape the whole time the ship was under 
way. 
 
G: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Were you able to eat? 
 
G: If you could get something.  A little rice. 
 
T: What did the Japanese supply on board the ship there for food? 
 
G: Rice. 
 
T: And did you get that more than once a day? 
 
G: If I remember right, no. 
 
T: So you recall rice once a day.  Anything to supplement that?  Anything extra 
besides rice? 
 
G: No. 
 
T: Could you hear or smell anything from below decks? 
 
G: I’m sure I did, but I’m not going to say that I did.  I can’t recall. 
 
End of Tape 1, Side A.  Side B begins at counter 393. 
 
T: …deck there were you able to have contact with anybody from below? 
 
G: Oh, sure.  No.  No.  From below.  No.  Contact with other people on top, yes. 
 
T: Were the Japanese also wandering around the deck of the ship? 
 
G: No.  They had troops.  No.  They stayed away from us.  They had troops going back 
to Japan.  Why that way, I don’t know.  But there were some troops on there. 
 
T: So there were Japanese troops being carried on one level on the ship? 
 
G: Yes.  But we never had anything to do with them. 
 
T: On the ship, the record also indicates that the Tottori Maru was attacked by an 
American submarine. 
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G: Yes. 
 
T: Being on deck like this, what do you remember about that? 
 
G: I can remember them [men] hollering and screaming.  They started cutting the 
boat in circles or trying to evade them.  I guess he did a good job, because we didn’t 
get hit. 
 
T: You’re still here to talk about it. 
 
G: Right (chuckles). 
 
T: Could you see the torpedoes in the water? 
 
G: No. 
 
T: But you could feel the ship moving. 
 
G: There was torpedoes there, because he [the Japanese ship captain] was going 
through all kinds of maneuvers. 
 
T: And you could feel the ship moving and tilting? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: When the ship was at anchor at Formosa and also in the Pescador Islands it also 
sat at anchor.  Are you a person who gets seasick? 
 
G: I’ve never been seasick in my life. 
 
T: So you were not feeling well but it wasn’t that you were seasick. 
 
G: Right. 
 
T: After a long journey the ship docks at Pusan in Korea on 9 November [1942]. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What kind of shape were you in when you got off the ship? 
 
G: Full of lice. 
 
T: Is that something you had picked up on board the ship? 
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G: I think so.  I’m pretty sure we did.  I don’t recall having them back in the 
Philippines.  And I mean they took us and they had everybody strip and sprayed us 
and gave us some different clothes. 
 
T: This is when you got off the ship. 
 
G: Yes.  And it was cold. 
 
T: Yes.  You got there in November.  How much of a change was it, weather-wise? 
 
G: Ooohhh!  From eighty, ninety degrees down to probably freezing. 
 
T: That’s a substantial change. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What kind of clothes did they provide for you? 
 
(1, B, 420) 
 
G: It was some kind of Chinese clothes. 
 
T: Can you describe them?  What they looked like or felt like? 
 
G: No, I can’t. 
 
T: Long pants, short pants? 
 
G: There was long pants on them.  Yes. 
 
T: And a shirt or a jacket? 
 
G: Jacket. 
 
T: Did you get a cap? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: And shoes? 
 
G: We had our own shoes. 
 
T: So you had, at this point, you’re wearing all new clothes with the exception of 
your shoes. 
 
G: Yes. 
 Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 - Glenn Wohlferd 
Interview © 2004 by Thomas Saylor 2004  19 
 
T: Did you get immediately on the train to go to Manchuria? 
 
G: I’ve got to think about this one.  I don’t recall just how that did turn out.  (sighs) I 
can’t answer that because I’m not sure. 
 
T: Ultimately within a few days I suspect you were on a train to Manchuria. 
 
G: Oh, yes.  Yes. 
 
T: Do you remember the train journey itself? 
 
G: Well, it wasn’t that bad.  I don’t recall about food or anything like that but we had 
plenty of room and we had seats to sit in. 
 
T: There were not boxcars. 
 
G: No.  No.  No.  I’m trying to place them with an old passenger…  In the United 
States, you know, back in the old days when they had single seats. 
 
T: Like rows. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: From your recollection, did all the men who made it off the ship get on the trains? 
 
G: As far as I know.  Yes. 
 
T: For the record here, in Manchuria at Mukden, were you only at one location or did 
you move around? 
 
G: When we first got there they put us in an old Army barracks.  There was a whole 
bunch of barracks.  They were halfway underground.  It was so cold at night up 
there that we’d have our canteen behind our bed and it would freeze solid by 
morning. 
 
T: And this is inside the room, inside the barracks. 
 
G: In the barracks. 
 
T: So you’ve really gone, weather-wise, from one extreme to the other. 
 
G: Well, you know, that’s close, not too far from the Gobi Desert.  And that’s the 
coldest place in the world they say. 
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T: These Army barracks, were there other prisoners there when you got there or 
were you the first group to arrive? 
 
(1, B, 447) 
 
G: First ones to get there that I know of. 
 
T: Did you move to other locations? 
 
G: By next spring or sometime the next year, they built some other barracks I guess, 
and they were two-story high or three-story high.  Something like that.  They were 
halfway decent.  We had a little heat in there.  They had these stoves.  Put one piece 
of charcoal in, in twenty-four hours. 
 
T: So from your perspective it was a step up as far as accommodations. 
 
G: Definitely a step up.  Yes.  We even had a place we could take a shower.  But no 
heat. 
 
T: No heat.  Did it get hot in the summer? 
 
G: Pretty warm.  Yes. 
 
T: But the winters were definitely cold. 
 
G: Oh, yes.  All of them that died the first winter, they couldn’t bury them.  They put 
them in a building until next spring. 
 
T: So it was cold enough that the ground froze. 
 
G: Solid. 
 
T: Did guys die that first winter? 
 
G: Two hundred [died that first winter]. 
 
T: Of the thousand or so that showed up, two hundred or so died. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What was killing those guys? 
 
G: I think their run down conditions was killing those guys.  They just couldn’t…  I 
saw one guy though, he killed himself.  He was a pretty husky guy and he got out and 
he stripped down to his waist and do exercises outside.  I think he caught 
pneumonia.  I always figured he did that to himself. 
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T: Other guys were dying from malnutrition, is that what you’re saying? 
 
G: Malnutrition, pneumonia.  I had pneumonia. 
 
T: The first winter there? 
 
G: The first winter.  I got over it.  With no medicine. 
 
T: Was there any kind of medical care there? 
 
G: They had a doctor and they had a hospital, but no medicine. 
 
T: They would look at you but they wouldn’t treat you with anything. 
 
G: I don’t think they had it. 
 
T: What kind of food was supplied there at Mukden? 
 
G: The food improved.  They raise a lot of soybeans up there and we had soybeans in 
our soup, and millet.  They raise a lot of that.  And they raise carrots—no, not 
carrots.  Radishes.  Some of the radishes are two feet long. 
 
T: So there was more substance as far as food. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: And it sounds like more variety the way you’re describing it. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
(1, B, 482) 
 
T: Did you feel any less hungry than you did in the Philippines? 
 
G: I don’t know if I was hungry or not.  After a while your system gets, I don’t know.  
You can do without a lot of stuff if you make your mind up. 
 
T: Were you able to do that?  To make your mind up to sort of deal with things? 
 
G: My mind was made up that I was going to come back to the United States, and I 
did. 
 
T: Would you call yourself a fairly optimistic person in that respect? 
 
G: No.  Hard headed maybe.  A little bit (chuckles). 
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T: Maybe that was not such a bad thing here, huh? 
 
G: (laughing) No. 
 
T: One thing I’m wondering.  Before we ask about work details.  I’m wondering, in 
what is kind of an isolated location was it possible to get any kind of news of how 
the war was going outside of where you were? 
 
G: I think there was.  But it was kept so secret.  There was a lot of officers up there.  
That’s where we ran into also our Australians and Dutch and from all over the 
country, all over the world. 
 
T: So at Mukden ultimately more and more nationalities were moved in there. 
 
G: Yes.  They were all in there. 
 
T: All in the same camp? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Could you sort of intermingle with each other? 
 
G: Yes.  There was a lot of British.  It was halfway livable I guess.  Compared to what 
we’d had. 
 
T: So being there was an improvement over the Philippines. 
 
G: It was an improvement all right. 
 
T: About the news, was there more news or more rumor? 
 
G: There was rumor.  Yes.  We found out when they bombed Tokyo. 
 
T: The Doolittle Raid, or later in the war you mean? 
 
G: No.  When Doolittle bombed Tokyo [in 1942].  We found out about that. 
 
T: Did you get any other news about how things were going in the big picture? 
 
G: Well, you could hear rumors.  Like the Coral Sea and all those different places.  
They were telling about that.  You didn’t know how much you could believe but you 
had to believe it. 
 
T: What does that mean?  Does that mean that you knew some of the rumors might 
not be true? 
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G: It was possible.  But for morale purposes you had to do it.  You had to believe it. 
 
(1, B, 520) 
 
T: So in a sense, if it was something that was worth believing you wanted to believe 
it? 
 
G: You wanted to believe it.  Right. 
 
T: That’s very interesting.  Now once your health improved, how soon after you got 
there did you actually go to work? 
 
G: Oh, let’s see.  Probably four or five months. 
 
T: So it was into 1943 before you were actually going on work details. 
 
G: Yes.  Maybe it was before that.  I can’t just come up with it. 
 
T: Sure.  Just sort of in general that you were out of commission for several months 
after arriving. 
 
G: Yes.  I was.  Yes. 
 
T: When you went on a work detail, can you talk specifically about where you 
worked and the kind of work that you did? 
 
G: The factory.  They were making all different kinds of parts for, I know some of it 
was for tanks.  That was the one that I know for sure.  I don’t know about the rest.  I 
lost my thinking for a minute. 
 
T: So it was a foundry or iron and steel work? 
 
G: Yes.  I was working at a foundry when we were making those gears for tanks.  We 
put a little sand in with the hot metal once in a while.  I just often wondered what 
happened if they ever put that on and started running it (chuckles). 
 
T: They probably did.  You weren’t there to see it. 
 
G: I never saw it, no. 
 
T: Can you, the kind of work you were doing in the foundry, if you can talk more 
specifically about that.  Really, what were you doing? 
 
G: They had a crane up overhead.  An overhead crane that you pulled the buckets 
with the molten metal and stuff like that.  That’s where I was working. 
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T: So with molten iron I guess. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: How many men or other prisoners were working in the same area? 
 
G: Fifty of us [were working in the same area]. 
 
T: Fifty of you. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Was it the same fifty that went to work every day more or less? 
 
G: Yes.  We lived right there in the same compound.  We had halfway decent 
barracks but we lived in the same compound and we worked. 
 
T: For clarification, was there then a main camp and then there was like these sub-
camps that really were where the work was being done? 
 
G: That sub-camp was the factory there.  Where I was working, and the main camp is 
that MKK, and I worked in there for a little while and I got transferred out of there.  I 
wanted to get away from that. 
 
T: What were you trying to get away from there?  Was it the kind of work? 
 
G: I didn’t like it there.  We sabotaged them pretty bad on that place.  It was a new 
building and they were putting the concrete floor in there and as they moved 
machinery in there some of it was made in the United States. 
 
T: No kidding? 
 
(1, B, 562) 
 
G: And so we’d get a hold of some part and toss it down in the cement when they 
weren’t looking and cover it up.  There’s no way they could replace it. 
 
T: Sure.  So sabotage was, little acts of sabotage, was possible. 
 
G: You betcha, and we did it too. 
 
T: Good for morale it sounds like.  What was the work at MKK there?  The main 
plant. 
 
G: That was the one. 
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T: Why did you want to get away from that? 
 
G: I don’t know.  Well, actually what I was doing in there, they had us lined up on a 
workbench and they would give each one of us a file.  Then they’d give like a pair of 
pliers, the two pieces.  We’d have to file them day in and day out until we got it the 
right shape where it would work. 
 
T: A pair of pliers? 
 
G: Yes.  They made them by hand.  And how much other stuff I cannot answer. 
 
T: So you were doing this it sounds like laborious file work with a metal file on pairs 
of pliers. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Was the work at the foundry any better than that or the conditions there? 
 
G: I liked it better. 
 
T: How long all together did you work at the foundry? 
 
G: I don’t know just how long it was. 
 
T: More like a month or more like a year or longer? 
 
G: Oh, it was longer than a month. 
 
T: Let me ask you about the work.  Do you remember going to work every day? 
 
G: Just about.  There was a while I got tooth trouble.  My jaw locked on me.  I found 
out when I got back to the States it was called an impacted wisdom tooth.  What 
caused that, I don’t know.  Maybe a sock in the kisser or something.  But anyway, I 
couldn’t open my mouth more than a quarter of an inch for pretty near a year, I 
guess. 
 
T: So how did you take nourishment? 
 
G: I finally got mad and I took my hands and got one hand on my lower jaw and the 
other on the other one and I pried it loose. 
 
T: I’m not a dentist, but what was that like? 
 
G: It hurt, but it did the trick. 
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T: So you could move your jaw then. 
 
G: Yes.  They pulled another, not a wisdom tooth, a big molar for me and they broke 
that off and dug it out.  With no medicine.  That felt good. 
 
T: You’ve had a whole range of health concerns here, from Philippines to here with 
dysentery and now the teeth problems.  Well, if you can survive that, Mr. Wohlferd, 
you can survive anything I guess. 
 
G: I have all my fingers.  I got what they call a run around.  It was getting infected, 
and the fingernails fall off.  The American doctor says, we’ll take care of that.  He got 
two corpsmen and held my hand down on the table and took a pair of scissors and 
split the nail right up through the middle and then peeled it off.  That felt good too. 
 
(1, B, 606) 
 
T: Yes.  I don’t do the medical stuff so that sounds…  So you’ve had fingers… 
 
G: That was not bad because we had some people that were operated on for 
appendicitis.  No medicine. 
 
T: So you were spared serious operation-type medical problems. 
 
G: Mine was petty. 
 
T: The work at the foundry there.  You remember going just about every day and did 
you then just walk right to work from where you were staying? 
 
G: Oh, yes.  It was the building right next to it. 
 
T: Did you work together with Japanese or was it just POWs working there? 
 
G: No.  There were Chinese.  We worked with a lot of Chinese.  A lot of them were 
young people.  Very nice people. 
 
T: Were they kept in the same area?  They also have barracks? 
 
G: I don’t think they were prisoners.  I think they were just people working for a 
living.  But they were really great.  They’d sneak us in food once in a while.  Like a 
fresh tomato.  Oh, boy! (chuckles) 
 
T: Were you able to talk to those people at all?  Communicate with them? 
 
G: I got to say a few words.  I’m scared to use it here back in the States when I go in 
Chinese restaurant though because I might be saying the wrong thing. 
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T: But you picked up a few words of Chinese? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: So these were people you saw on a regular basis. 
 
G: Every day. 
 
T: Would you call them coworkers or just working in the same place? 
 
G: They were just working in the same place. 
 
T: Did you have food there while you were working? 
 
G: No.  I don’t think so.  I think we got it when we got back to work at night. 
 
T: So you had a meal in the morning and a meal at night? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What other work details were you on?  You’ve mentioned a couple now. 
 
G: You mean up there? 
 
T: Yes.  Up there specifically. 
 
G: That was the main ones. 
 
T: Working in the foundry. 
 
G: The foundry and at MKK. 
 
T: You mentioned a group of fifty prisoners.  Were you together with pretty much 
the same guys all the time? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: And were they all Americans? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
(1, B, 641) 
 
T: How did you get along with other prisoners?  I mean it seems like this is a 
stressful situation.  Did you observe people getting along fairly well? 
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G: Yes.  I would say yes.  I knew of one gentleman.  He stole something, and his 
people found out he did it and they broke his arm. 
 
T: He was an American guy? 
 
G: No.  I’m not going to say what nationality he was.  That’s the only thing that I ever 
saw in there that was…  Never saw any fighting or anything like that. 
 
T: You never did? 
 
G: No. 
 
T: Did you have to be concerned that your own stuff would get stolen? 
 
G: I didn’t have that much.  I didn’t have anything. 
 
T: Did you ever get Red Cross packages there? 
 
G: The last day of the war. 
 
T: That was the first one you saw? 
 
G: We saw part of it. 
 
T: So that was not something you ever had to… 
 
G: They had them locked up in a building. 
 
T: But they never were distributed. 
 
G: No.  They never… 
 
T: Among the prisoners that you were with, did you have people at Manchuria there 
that you recall you were good friends with, better than others? 
 
G: Oh, yes.  Definitely.  Like I said, we played a lot of cards up there and I learned 
how to play bridge up there.  I had my partner, and between him and me we were 
pretty tough.  I don’t know if we played the game right or not, but we played it. 
 
T: Who were your best friends up there? 
 
G: I can’t see any difference.  I think I was friendly with all of them 
 
T: But you had some people that you would prefer to be around when you were not 
working than others? 
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G: Oh, yes.  That’s possible but overall, it was a lot like a big family.  That’s all.  It 
could be no other way. 
 
T: To survive you mean. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: How did you observe the interactions between Australians, Brits, Americans? 
 
G: I can’t say anything bad about it.  No problems. 
 
T: So you didn’t see any kind of tensions between those groups or… 
 
G: No.  If they did they kept it to themselves. 
 
T: The Japanese guards at the different locations.  Were you guarded mostly by 
Japanese or were there also some Koreans? 
 
G: There might have been some big Koreans in there, but most of them were the 
Japanese. 
 
T: By 1945 with the war going badly for the Japanese, could you be aware of that?  
That Japan was likely losing the war. 
 
(1, B, 695) 
 
G: Right at the end. 
 
T: Only at the end? 
 
G: Yes.  We knew it then. 
 
T: How did you prisoners figure out that the Japanese were likely losing the war? 
 
G: I think it was just more common sense that they would because the United States, 
it had too much.  It’s too great a nation to let some little outfit like that beat them. 
 
T: When it got to be mid-1945 being in China like that, how did you find out about 
the end of the war? 
 
G: There was a plane come in and dropped two or three guys.  I never did know how 
many, but I know there was two or three.  Paratroopers.  In on us, and broke the 
good news. 
 
T: They were Americans? 
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G: Yes.  And then besides that the Russians—we met the Russians at the gate. 
 
T: That’s interesting.  Talk about that.  About the arrival of the Russians. 
 
G: They were just as happy as we were.  They came in hugging and kissing and 
(chuckles) they had their…  I got acquainted with this one captain.  He and I, we left 
camp. 
 
T: You and the Russian? 
 
G: He couldn’t talk English and I couldn’t talk Russian. 
 
T: How did you communicate? 
 
G: We’d say Stalin (***) or Roosevelt (***).  That’s the only word I knew.  I thought I 
knew anyway. 
 
T: When you left camp, where did you go? 
 
G: We went out on (***) in Mukden. 
 
T: And was that the first time you had been in the city so to speak? 
 
G: Yes.  Outside of being forced marched through.  He and I, we commandeered an 
oxcart and we went looking for something to drink. 
 
T: Did you find it? 
 
G: You better believe it (laughing). 
 
T: What did you find? 
 
G: Found a place where they made beer.  A brewery.  Chinese gave us all that we 
wanted and we loaded that cart up and took it on back. 
 
T: Was your system up to alcohol by that time? 
 
G: I don’t know if it was or not, but it got it. 
 
T: So the arrival of the Russians sounds like something you remember in a positive 
way. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: How long were you in the camp there?  Did the POWs stay in the camp after the 
war was over? 
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G: I think they took some out right away.  Some of the real bad sick ones.  Can I bring 
something in? 
 
T: Please. 
 
(1, B, 753) 
 
G: We were bombed up there by United States planes. 
 
T: When did that happen? 
 
G: I can’t tell you the exact date or anything like that. 
 
T: But some time close to the war’s end though. 
 
G: Pretty close, and it killed eight or nine Americans and wounded twelve, thirteen, 
something like that.  One of my best friends up there, a piece of shrapnel went 
through his forehead.  Part of his brain was sticking out.  Blew his arm off.  I went to 
see him in the hospital and he was just as happy -- 
 
End of Tape 1.  Tape 2, Side A begins at counter 000. 
 
T: Could you see the American planes? 
 
G: Oh, yes.  We saw one get hit right in the belly and blow up.  They shot a few Jap 
planes down.  But we lost a few of the big bombers too. 
 
T: Were they B-29 bombers? 
 
G: I can’t answer that.  They were big planes. 
 
T: Big four engine bombers.  Not small… 
 
G: Yes.  There was a hundred of them come over. 
 
T: Can you describe that bombing raid from your perspective on the ground? 
 
G: There was a munitions plant.  I’d say about a mile from where our barracks was 
at.  They went to get that and they went right straight up the middle of it except for 
one plane.  We heard afterwards that a couple bombs had hung up in his belly of the 
plane and as he got over that way he just shook his plane and they came loose.  We 
were all laying right out on the open ground and here they come.  He got us. 
 
T: You could hear the bombs coming down. 
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G: Oh, yes. 
 
T: What can you do in a situation like that? 
 
G: Nothing.  I had enough of those on Corregidor. 
 
T: So this is bringing back memories of a couple years ago now. 
 
G: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Back on Corregidor.  How close did the bombs actually fall to you? 
 
G: I had one within ten feet.  I was on a machine gun.  Now this was on Corregidor. 
 
T: Right. 
 
G: I was on the machine gun, which was my job, and I was looking up and there I saw 
that thing coming.  It looked about four feet tall and it was coming right straight at 
me.  And I dropped down in the pit and hollered at the other guys.  It dropped right 
off the side of us. 
 
T: The bombs in Mukden, were they as close as that? 
 
G: I can’t answer that.  I don’t know for sure.  I know that it hit right in amongst us. 
 
T: And how many men were killed? 
 
G: About eight. 
 
T: About eight.  And others were injured as you said. 
 
G: Yes.  Pretty bad.  I think now maybe they took them back on planes when the first 
airplane came in up there. 
 
T: Did you have American planes actually land near the camp?  To take you out. 
 
(2, A, 25) 
 
G: No.  We went out by train. 
 
T: From Mukden. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: To?  How far did they take you on the trains? 
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G: Back to Pusan. 
 
T: So retracing the same way you went up there. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: And did you ship out of Pusan or fly? 
 
G: Ship.  Another ship to Okinawa. 
 
T: Pusan to Okinawa. 
 
G: And that was a trip. 
 
T: What about that?  Talk about that trip. 
 
G: We got there just in time.  It was a hospital ship is what it was.  They’re real small 
ships.  We got there just in time when that big typhoon hit in there.  It blew us 150 
miles off course and what it did to the island—I think it pretty well wrecked that 
island. 
 
T: It very much did.  You may have been lucky that you weren’t onshore. 
 
G: It broke one of the ships in half, in two.  Because there was another ship.  It took a 
couple days, I guess, to get back and then they landed us on the island.  Then we 
were there a couple days and they flew us to Manila. 
 
T: Mr. Wohlferd, can you estimate how long you stayed in Manchuria after the war 
was over before you were flown out? 
 
G: I don’t think so. 
 
T: I mean was it more like two days or two weeks or a month? 
 
G: No.  It wasn’t that long.  I would say maybe a week. 
 
T: And then did Americans actually come to the camp and sort of escort you onto the 
trains?  Is that how that worked? 
 
G: I think they did.  I know the Japs all disappeared. 
 
T: Really?  Just disappeared. 
 
G: They disappeared (laughing).  They give the Chinamen two days of open city. 
 
T: So the Japanese, it sounds like they just melted into the background. 
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G: I don’t know what happened (chuckles).  We never did see or hear anymore about 
it.  We never saw another Jap. 
 
T: How fast they disappeared.  When you got to Okinawa, were you debriefed at all 
or even on the hospital ship?  Were you debriefed or asked questions about your 
POW experience? 
 
G: No.  Nothing. 
 
T: So nobody from the service wanted to know where you had been or what you’d 
been through or anything? 
 
G: No. 
 
T: They didn’t ask you questions about camps or Japanese or anything? 
 
G: No. 
 
(2, A, 52) 
 
T: Did that happen at any time after you were released? 
 
G: You mean did they ask us? 
 
T: Yes.  Were you ever asked questions about where you’d been and what you’d 
been through? 
 
G: Oh, not much.  I guess in Manila they might have asked a little bit.  Then when I 
got to Chicago.  They took me to Chicago. 
 
T: When you got back to the States? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What did they take you to Chicago for? 
 
G: Hospital. 
 
T: You weren’t in the Navy.  You weren’t in Great Lakes, were you? 
 
G: No.  Heinz. 
 
T: Heinz General.  When you got there, was there some kind of debriefing as it were? 
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G: Yes.  I got a debriefing there.  Everybody else did too I guess.  I mean I don’t know 
how many of them actually went to Chicago but we had a little debriefing there. 
 
T: What did they want to know from you there? 
 
G: Just how it was. 
 
T: From your recollection, was it questions like the ones I’m asking now or was it 
more general and formulaic? 
 
G: No.  I think more or less like yours. 
 
T: So they kind of asked you food, treatment by the Japanese, conditions, work, this 
kind of stuff. 
 
G: Not too much though.  I tell you, I just can’t place that for…  I can’t talk about it 
because I don’t know much about it.  What they did ask me.  They did ask me if I 
wanted to reenlist. 
 
T: And what did you tell them? 
 
G: I said never!! 
 
T: So you didn’t consider the service as a career. 
 
G: You ain’t going to believe what I’m going to tell you though. 
 
T: Go ahead. 
 
G: When Korea broke out I went back in. 
 
T: Did you reenlist? 
 
G: I reenlisted.  I went back in for fifteen more years. 
 
T: Did you?  So you put in twenty years. 
 
G: Twenty years.  Yes. 
 
T: Did you go back in the Army? 
 
G: No.  I went in the Air Force. 
 
T: You went in the Air Force.  No kidding. 
 
G: Yes. 
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T: What prompted you in 1950? 
 
G: It’s around that. 
 
(2, A, 75) 
 
T: Yes.  What prompted you to get back in the service? 
 
G: I was working on the railroad.  I got a job on the railroad and I liked it.  It was a 
good job.  In fact, I made foreman already and I decided I don’t want to work until 
I’m sixty-five years of age.  So I went back in the service. 
 
T: Were you married at that time? 
 
G: Let’s see.  I got married in ‘48.  Yes.  I married the boss’s daughter.  I wasn’t dumb. 
 
T: And so when you went in the service, back in, you were married. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: What was your wife’s name? 
 
G: She was for it. 
 
T: And her name was? 
 
G: Betty. 
 
T: And she was for you’re going back in? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Did you end up over in Korea? 
 
G: No.  They wanted to send me back to Okinawa and I said don’t do it.  I said I don’t 
like them. 
 
T: The Japanese you mean. 
 
G: Yes.  So… 
 
T: So you did fifteen years in the service after you got back in. 
 
G: Yes.  Then they sent me to Greenland. 
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T: There’s no Japanese there are there? 
 
G: There was one there.  My supply officer was a Jap. 
 
T: No kidding? 
 
G: No (laughs).  But I got along with him. 
 
T: Did he know you had been a POW of the Japanese? 
 
G: He was told before I got there. 
 
T: He was told. 
 
G: He was ready.  I didn’t hold it. 
 
T: Did you find it difficult to deal with him at all because he was Japanese? 
 
G: Not really.  Because he had a job to do and I had a job to do.  I was his NCO. 
 
T: So it was a professional relationship and nothing got in the way of that. 
 
G: That’s right. 
 
T: Have you ever been back to Japan? 
 
G: No.  I don’t want to go back there.  I would like to go back to Manchuria. 
 
T: But not to Japan. 
 
G: No.  I never did get there.  I don’t want to go there.  I don’t think anything would 
come of it or anything like that.  It’s just that why go somewhere you’re not wanted. 
 
(2, A, 103) 
 
T: How do you feel about the Japanese today?  Sixty years later. 
 
G: That’s an awful hard one to answer. 
 
T: It is.  Tough one.  I ask all the guys who are ex-POWs of the Japanese the same 
question so… 
 
G: I guess I would have to say they just go their way, I’ll go mine. 
 
T: You don’t want to go back to Japan and you’re content not seeing Japanese people. 
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G: It doesn’t bother me really.  But there’s still that feeling.  I’ll never lose it until 
they bury me. 
 
T: But it doesn’t sound like you’re describing an active hostility. 
 
G: No.  No.  No.  No.  I’m not that way. 
 
T: Now you were married in 1948.  When you got back to the States in 1945, the end 
of ‘45, were your folks still both alive? 
 
G: My mother was and my step dad.  Yes. 
 
T: Did you have brothers and sisters? 
 
G: I had two sisters and one brother and they’re all gone. 
 
T: For our purposes, when you got back to the States in ‘45, did you see your mom 
and your step dad and your sisters and brother? 
 
G: I didn’t get to see them for about four months.  I was in the hospital down in 
Heinz. 
 
T: Did they come to see you? 
 
G: No.  My aunt from Denver, she came to see me.  We thought it was not best. 
 
T: Why is that? 
 
G: They’re pretty old. 
 
T: Your folks were. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: So your mom and stepdad, were you were worried how they would handle it or… 
 
G: More or less.  Yes. 
 
T: When you did see them, how much did they ask you about your POW experience? 
 
G: Nothing. 
 
T: Nothing at all? 
 
G: No. 
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T: Did you volunteer any information? 
 
G: No. 
 
T: Did that ever change over the years? 
 
G: No. 
 
T: So it was something that when you got together wasn’t discussed. 
 
G: No. 
 
T: How about with your sisters and your brother? 
 
G: Very little. 
 
T: Was it more that they didn’t ask or you didn’t tell? 
 
(2, B, 131) 
 
G: I think a little of each. 
 
T: I’m trying to imagine, it was almost something that everybody know is there, but 
nobody talks about. 
 
G: Yes.  That’s it. 
 
T: How different was it with your wife?  Betty. 
 
G: Not much.  You’re the first person I’ve ever really talked to. 
 
T: I’ll thank you for that.  On the record.  So your wife Betty knew you were a POW, 
but it wasn’t really discussed. 
 
G: No. 
 
T: Did you have any children, Mr. Wohlferd? 
 
G: We had two.  Boy and a girl.  The boy is in Tampa, Florida, and the girl is in 
Atlanta. 
 
T: How much have they known over the years? 
 
G: They knew it.  They know some.  Not much. 
 
T: Have they asked you questions over the years?  
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G: Not really. 
 
T: I mean kids sometimes, especially young kids, just ask things. 
 
G: Not really.  They tried to get me to go to school and give a lecture one day.  Not a 
lecture, a talk about it.  I had to turn it down. 
 
T: So they asked you to and you didn’t feel comfortable doing it. 
 
G: I couldn’t do it. 
 
T: Have you ever talked to groups, school kids? 
 
G: No. 
 
T: So this kind of interview is something new for you? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: I’m doubly thankful that you’re willing to do it.  I’ll thank you again.  Here’s 
another question for you.  After you were released as a POW, what images or 
memories from your POW experience, not from Corregidor but from your POW 
experience, came back to you in dreams over the years? 
 
G: (sighs) To tell you the truth there hasn’t been many.  It hasn’t bothered me that 
way.  I’ll think about it more during the daytime and stuff like that than I would at 
night. 
 
T: Really.  So it’s more conscious thoughts than those nighttime thoughts. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Has that changed over the years?  In other words, when you were first released as 
a POW did you have dreams or nightmares? 
 
G: Yes.  I did a little fighting (chuckles). 
 
T: Do you remember what kind of things showed up in your dreams or nightmares? 
 
G: Corregidor was pretty much the main thing. 
 
T: So it was more the combat soldier than the POW that showed up in your dreams. 
 
G: I think so.  Yes. 
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T: And that, from what I hear you saying, that has decreased over time. 
 
G: Oh, yes.  It has to.  Has to go. 
 
(2, A, 167) 
 
T: Do you, as far as that going away, have you had help from your VA for that?  Any 
kind of counseling or POW support groups? 
 
G: No.  They asked me the other day if I was having any nightmares and different 
things like that. 
 
T: Did they ask you? 
 
G: And if I wanted to see somebody or something like that.  I don’t feel like I need to. 
 
T: So your VA has offered but you haven’t taken them up on it or haven’t done so yet. 
 
G: And they told me any time they would have a person right there for me. 
 
T: Is this at your Rochester VA? 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Rochester, Minnesota.  Let me ask you then.  Since you haven’t done talking about 
this really over the years, what prompted you to say yes to this interview? 
 
G: I talked to some of my relations and I’ve talked to other people.  What they 
thought.  In other words, I was looking for a little opinion too from outsiders.  Every 
one of them has said go for it. 
 
T: So they encouraged you. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: Let me ask…  The last couple questions.  Kind of larger questions.  A lot of guys 
didn’t survive being POWs of the Japanese.  About a third according to the record 
didn’t.  You did.  How do you explain that? 
 
G: I think the will to live is awful strong in me.  I’m not afraid of dying and nothing 
like that but I want to live.  I want to live—my goal is to be one hundred years old 
(chuckles).  That’s my goal. 
 
T: You’re eighty-three years there, right? 
 
G: Yes. 
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T: Did you feel that will to live during those years you were a POW?  Was that a 
conscious thing for you? 
 
G: How do you mean? 
 
T: I mean having a will to live.  Was that a conscious thought for you?  Literally 
saying I am going to survive this? 
 
G: No.  No.  But in my mind I knew I was going to do everything I could to make it.  
There’s a lot about my life that has helped me.  Now when I was seventeen I went 
into the Civil Conservation Corps. 
 
T: The CCC. 
 
G: Yes.  I was in there for ten months and I learned a lot there.  I made two trips to 
California on a freight train.  I learned a lot there.  What else?  As a kid eight, nine 
years old I would take my fish pole and walk to the river with no water, no food.  
Just things like this.  I mean I think it helped my life.  Get through it. 
 
T: Almost learning the kind of survival skills that may have helped you? 
 
G: Yes.  I think so.  Now I was no angel.  I’ll tell you honestly that.  I would drink my 
beer when I was ten years old and go to dances.  I never got in any trouble. 
 
T: But you knew how to make your way it sounds like. 
 
G: That’s what they say (chuckles). 
 
T: Now the follow-up question to that is how much, that being a given, how much 
did luck play a role for you surviving? 
 
(2, A, 222) 
 
G: Oh, I’m sure there’s some luck.  Because like I said to start with there, I learned to 
get in the middle of that rank when you’re marching and don’t be on the outside 
because they were the guys that would get the bayonet. 
 
T: So you learned the survival skills and you keep your wits about you. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: That’s what I hear you saying.  Very good.  Very good.  When you were in the Air 
Force for the fifteen years after you reenlisted, obviously being a POW was part of 
your service record.  Did the people you were serving with at different bases, did 
they know you were an ex-POW?  Did that come up in conversation? 
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G: They knew it.  If they didn’t they just had to look at my ribbons. 
 
T: So it was clear from the ribbons on your class A.  Sure. 
 
G: Yes.  I was stationed in Puerto Rico for eighteen months.  I had some good duty. 
 
T: The last question I have for you is this one.  Again it’s a larger question.  When you 
think about your POW experience of three and a half years, how would you describe 
the ways that that experience changed you as a person? 
 
G: (heavy sigh) I don’t know.  I don’t know.  I know when I came back I drank an 
awful lot.  And I’m sure a lot of guys did that.  However, in the meantime I don’t 
drink anymore.  I haven’t drank in forty years I guess. 
 
T: But that drinking when you came back, was that out of character for you to be 
drinking like that? 
 
G: I always drank beer at home.  Like I said, I would go to dances and stuff like that.  
When I was a kid.  My mother trusted me and I never made her sorry for it except 
when I left. 
 
T: To go to the service.  To go out West you mean. 
 
G: Yes. 
 
T: How long did the drinking, when you got back, how long did that last?  I mean the 
heavy drinking. 
 
G: I guess fifteen years.  Twenty years.  I don’t smoke either.  I quit that.  Gave it all 
up.  I’m a good little boy. 
 
T: Two good habits to get rid of. 
 
G: Very definitely, and I’ve been commended very many times by lots of doctors 
and… 
 
T: Yes.  In your generation everybody smoked. 
 
G: Oh, yes. 
 
T: That was just…  I mean they gave the cigarettes, they gave them away to 
servicemen. 
 
G: Yes. 
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T: What prompted you to stop drinking?  I mean, that’s something you were doing 
for a number of years.  What cut that off? 
 
G: I don’t know.  I just quit. 
 
T: Really.  From one time to the next. 
 
G: Yes.  The same way with cigarettes.  My wife and I, she smoked and we were 
sitting there watching TV one night and I coughed a little bit and she said, “Why 
don’t you put that out?”  I reached over and put it in the ashtray and I never picked 
up another one.  And I never will. 
 
T: No kidding.  You just stopped from one minute to the next. 
 
G: Cold turkey.  It was gone.  And I started smoking when I was eight years old. 
 
T: I’ve done all the questioning here.  Thanks again for taking time to do this 
interview for the POW Oral History Project here at Concordia University, St Paul. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
